
DIY	  	  
IFR	  Weather	  Briefing	  

Gary	  White	  
Adapted	  from	  Sarah	  Fri;s’s	  Instrument	  

Pilot’s	  Survival	  Guide	  



Objec&ve	  (s)	  
•  Have	  a	  ‘Prac&cal’	  Approach	  
•  Follow	  the	  KISS	  Method	  
•  Something	  to	  Weigh	  Against	  a	  Set	  of	  
Personal	  GO	  vs.	  NO-‐GO	  WX	  Criteria	  



Build	  a	  Habit	  and	  a	  Flow	  
•  Follow	  a	  Checklist	  	  
–  These	  Charts	  are	  a	  Good	  Start	  	  
– Modify	  or	  Add	  as	  You	  Gain	  More	  Experience	  

•  Disclaimer	  or	  Emphasis	  Area	  
– Augment	  With	  a	  800	  WX-‐BRIEF	  from	  FSS	  
–  Proves	  You	  Got	  a	  Briefing	  
– Good	  Cross-‐Check	  
– Usually	  ‘In-‐Tune’	  With	  Area	  WX	  Characterisi&cs	  



1.	  Begin	  with	  Radar	  Picture	  Along	  
Route	  	  



Step	  1.	  (cont.)	  
•  Why	  Not	  Start	  With	  METARS	  and	  TAFs?	  
•  Loop	  Radar	  and	  Look	  for	  Movement	  and	  Trends	  
•  Good	  Ini&al	  Big	  Picture	  
•  Gary	  Suggests:	  
– Augment	  with	  a	  Synop&c	  Analysis	  	  
– Highs,	  Lows,	  Fronts,	  etc.	  



2.	  Departure	  and	  Des&na&on	  TAFs	  
•  Look	  at	  Local	  TAFs	  at	  Time	  of	  Departure	  and	  
Des&na&on	  at	  ETA	  

•  Examine	  Trends	  
–  Evaluate	  Need	  for	  Alternate	  
–  Adjust	  Departure	  Time?	  

•  Gary	  Suggests:	  
–  Augment	  With	  GFA	  Forecast	  Tool	  	  

•  CIG,	  Tops	  and	  Visibility	  
–  Examine	  Upper	  Air	  Forecast 	  	  



3.	  Bring	  in	  METARS	  
•  Look	  at	  Wind	  Strengths	  and	  Direc&ons	  
– Hint:	  GFA	  OBS	  Tool	  For	  Trends	  
–  Be	  Careful	  You	  Don’t	  Interpret	  a	  Diurnal	  Change	  as	  a	  
Trend	  

•  CIGs	  	  
– Agreement	  with	  TAFs?	  

•  Develop	  General	  Idea	  of	  Arrival,	  Approaches,	  and	  
Runways	  



4.	  AIRMETS	  and	  SIGMETS	  
•  Sarah’s	  Rule	  –	  Don’t	  Fly	  or	  Takeoff	  Into	  
SIGMETS	  –	  Discussion	  –	  Is	  This	  Always	  Valid?	  

•  AIRMETS	  	  
– Proceed	  with	  Cau&on	  in	  all	  Cases	  
– Treat	  Convec&ve,	  Tango	  and	  Zulu	  AIRMETS	  with	  
Extra	  Care	  



5.	  Bring	  in	  Other	  Imagery	  
•  Satellite	  
–  Cloud	  Intensity,	  Movement	  (Visual)	  
–  Vapor	  and	  IR	  Gives	  Clues	  About	  Stability	  and	  Intensity	  
–  Correlate	  With	  Radar	  Depic&on	  

•  GFA	  
–  Precipita&on	  Forecasts	  
–  Visibility	  Forecasts	  
–  CIG/VIS	  With	  SIG/AIRMET	  Overlays	  
–  Excellent	  Way	  to	  Get	  an	  Integrated	  Picture	  



6.	  NOTAMS	  
•  Pay	  Special	  Ahen&on	  to:	  
–  Enroute	  and	  Approaches	  
–  TFRs	  
– NAVAIDS	  
–  Ligh&ng	  

•  Add	  Notes	  to	  Plates	  and	  Taxi	  
Diagrams,	  e.g.	  Recent	  KBAZ	  
NOTAMS	  	   715

TWR

820
760

759

P

P

A4

800

631 (700-1   )
1280-2 CIRCLING

649

SAN ANTONIO

L631 (700-2)

116.8  SAT

Chan  115

SAT

072°

252°

FAUST

SAT  27

2000

(IAF)
YERRI

SAT  33

R-072

M
SA
 SAT 25 NM

 

135°

04
5°

4100 3200

RADAR REQUIRED

2500

2000

23.4

3.6 NM 6 NM

SAT  27

SAT

FAUST

SAT  33

YERRI

252°

1140-1 
491 (500-1   )491 (500-1)

R-072

ELEV

   
APP CRS

Apt Elev
TDZE
Rwy Idg 

2000

SAT R-072
27

116.8
Chan 115

252° 649

VOR/DME-A

VOR/DME-A

(BAZ)

(BAZ)

AL-6080 (FAA)

649

NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS

NEW BRAUNFELS RGNL

NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS NEW BRAUNFELS RGNL

N/A
N/A

1633

1412

1225

1130

964895

1728

FAUST

SAT

UNICOM

127.05134.75
CLNC DELATIS

119.325 L

SAN ANTONIO APP CON NEW BRAUNFELS TOWER

127.05  285.4
GND CON

120.175 122.7
CTAF

124.45   335.625

(6)

29°42'N-98°02'W

T

702

759

793

16091

Orig  23APR98

SAT R-072 to FAUST/SAT 27 DME and hold.
MISSED APPROACH: Climbing right turn to 2000 via

VORTAC  SAT

C DBCATEGORY A

1140-114
1
4

1280-134
3
4

from FAF
252° 3.6 NM

REIL Rwy 13
MIRL Rwys 13-31 and 17-35

5
3
6
4
 X
 1

0
0

6503 X 100

13

31

35

17

  

S
C

-3,  26 A
P

R
 2018  to  24 M

A
Y

 2018 S
C

-3
,  

26
 A

P
R

 2
01

8 
 to

  2
4 

M
A

Y
 2

01
8

2500	  

2200	  

1280	  



7.	  Ini&al	  WX	  Crew	  Brief	  
•  Include	  Co	  Pilot,	  Flight	  Instructor	  
•  Augment	  with	  Standard	  WX	  Brief	  from	  FSS	  
•  Note	  Local	  WX	  Paherns,	  if	  Known	  
– Can	  Always	  Call	  FBOs	  When	  Flying	  Into	  New	  Area	  

•  Document	  and	  Print	  Important	  WX	  Data	  



Summary	  
•  Due	  to	  Time	  We	  Glossed	  over	  NOTAMS	  
•  Remember	  –	  WX	  and	  NOTAMS	  Are	  Equally	  Important	  

•  Sarah	  Has	  a	  Good	  NOTAM	  Guide	  (free!)	  
•  GO	  NO-‐GO	  ?	  



Resources	  
•  Sarah’s	  Web	  and	  Blog	  
– hhp://thinkavia&on.net/	  
– hhp://thinkavia&on.net/blog/	  

•  Sarah's	  NOTAM	  Decoding	  Guide	  

OK,	  I	  may	  look	  the	  
part,	  but	  again,	  

what	  does	  WEF	  on	  
that	  NOTAM	  

Mean?	  



Next	  –	  ‘IFR	  Route	  Planning’	  
•  This	  Will	  Con&nue	  The	  IFR	  Flight	  
Planning	  Process	  from	  Sarah’s	  Book	  

•  Perhaps	  in	  the	  June	  IMC	  Mee&ng	  
•  Sarah	  Frihs:	  Combat	  Kiowa	  Pilot	  


